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THE WRAPPINGS. . . AND THE GIFT

Dear Family and Friends of Faith:
The end of the year holds great appeal, for it is the time for giving and receiving gifts.  Under ordinary circumstances, the “process” unfolds in three stages:  first, there is the appreciation of the wrappings-the foil, the glitter, all attention-grabbing devices; second, there is the sudden awareness of the gift itself (just what I’ve always wanted — can’t wait to exchange it the day after Christmas for something I really wanted).  The third stage, assuming that you have chosen to keep the gift, is to put the gift to work.  You watch it do what it was intended to do.  You plug it in to the source of power, you add software…whatever it takes.

For God’s worshipping people, the special days this time of the year are marked by two names:  Christmas and Epiphany.  Christmas is about wrappings; those elements of the sacred story that add beauty, suspense, and fulfillment to the promise of the ages that one day in history God would break into our consciousness in a very special way.  The wrappings include the journey to Bethlehem, the search for lodging, the animals in the stable, the awaiting manger, the astonished shepherds, the glorious angels and their melodic assurance that their very presence signals the fulfillment of prophesy and the good news of the child that is born.
Wrappings are important—we savor them, and then we lay them aside in pursuit of the contents…the gift itself.  During the Twelve Days of Christmas, we savor the gift and ponder how the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.
But what good is a gift if it doesn’t do something?  The days following Christmas are called Epiphany days.  Beginning on January 6th, the gift of the Word made flesh gets “plugged in” so that we can watch Him work and do the things that God intended Him to do for you and me, as well as for all generations past, present and future.  The word Epiphany comes from a Greek noun “epiphaneia” which can mean a shining forth, a manifestation, a revelation, a demonstration.  During the season of Epiphany, we meditate on many of our Lord’s Epiphanies — demonstrations of God’s love, purpose and power in Jesus for all of us.  The season begins with the day of Epiphany itself, January 6th, which commemorates the arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem to worship the Messiah and bring him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matthew 2:1-12).  Since the earliest days of the church, these wisemen have been considered to be representatives of all the peoples of the earth.  By means of a miraculous star (the wrappings, again), God showed them that Jesus was born not only to be the King of the Jews, but the Lord and the Savior of all nations, hence Epiphany has come to be known as “Gentiles’ Christmas.”  
The baptism of our Lord is the first Sunday after the Epiphany.  This important festival is the observance of Jesus’ baptism at the hands of John the Baptist (Mark 1:9-11).  The words of the Father, and the appearance of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove (more wrappings), as Jesus came out of the waters, revealed Him to be the promised Messianic gift of God.  
On the Sundays that follow, we concentrate on several of the other incidents from Scripture that show how Jesus demonstrates God’s love to the world through his ministry of preaching, miracles, and healings.  What is common to each of these Epiphany Sundays is that one way or another they make known the identity and mission of Jesus Christ, born into this sinful world to be the Lord and Savior of all.

The transfiguration of our Lord, the last of the Epiphany Sundays, is a celebration of the moment that Christ, in the company of Moses and Elijah, literally shined His glorious divine nature on Peter, James and John, leaving them dazed and awestruck (Luke 9:28-36).  This event, the greatest of Christ’s Epiphanies until His triumphant resurrection from the grave on Easter, serves as a dramatic conclusion to the season.
As you remain faithful in your worship life throughout the Epiphany season, you will discover ways to separate out the wrappings and savor them for what they are, and then appreciate God’s great gift to you in Jesus Christ and move on from there to see Christ at work in your own personal life, strengthening you, forgiving you, empowering you, and blessing you!
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When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To bring peace among people,
To make music with the heart.
                              Howard  Thurman
                              "The Mood of Christmas"


With Love for you all in Christ!
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IN-HOUSE HAPPENINGS AT FAITH   

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH:
Our Sunday morning Bible Class Community convenes once again.  We are in the process of studying the Book of Proverbs.  The life-related discussions prompted by Proverbs are amazing, interesting, humorous, and very useful.  Proverbs remind us of companion sections in the Scriptures which we also read for further enrichment.  This would be a good “New Year Resolution” for you to embrace.  Come and be with us Sunday mornings at 8:30am with Pastor Tom in Goehring Hall.

Our Church Council convenes in the Conference Room for its monthly meeting immediately following the celebration of worship.

Our Circuit Forum will be held at Faith at 2:30 on this day as well.  What is a Circuit Forum you ask?  Our California-Nevada-Hawaii District is made up of smaller regional groupings of congregations.  We of Faith Sonoma are part of Circuit No. 6.  Joining us as fellow Circuit congregations are Trinity-Fairfield, Trinity-San Rafael, Peace-Mill Valley, St. John-Napa, Bethany-Vacaville, and Resurrection-Terra Linda.  A Circuit Forum consists of pastors and lay representatives of each of these congregations convening at a central place to prepare for the upcoming District convention in early spring.  In addition to Pastor Tom, our Circuit Representative is Harry Akre.  Harry will join a larger group of Circuit Forum representatives throughout the District to elect Circuit Counselors and ultimately the new District President.  Faith Sonoma, with its central location, plays host to this gathering.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12TH:

Our People to People visitors gather in the Conference Room at 9:30am.  This group, formed under the direction of Nancy Heil as a part of our overall Stewardship Committee function, meets monthly to receive assignments and reports on visits made to families within our congregation.  These brief, “let’s get better acquainted” visits, have no purpose other than to extend fellowship and determine ways in which needs can be met within our congregation.  The visits have yielded new friendships and deepening relationships.  This group of visitors which include Nancy Heil, Mary Piller, 
Brenda LeCount, Judy Hill, and Karen & Earl Petersen have visited almost 40 families so far.  Their goal is to visit every family unit within the congregation by the end of 2012!  “How good it is for brothers and sisters to dwell together in unity.”

Our Thursday evening Bible Class Community resumes its faith journey after the holiday break.  We meet at 6:30pm in Goehring Hall with Pastor Tom. All are welcome to join this lively group.  The next Book(s) to be studied will be announced soon.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15TH:
General Assembly meets following the liturgy on this Sunday.  From now on, these quarterly events will be called, “General Assembly Lunch.”  Lunch will be served at each General Assembly and the meeting will occur during the meal.  Dessert will be served following the meeting. (You want dessert?—You gotta stay for the meeting()
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2011 ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENT

Pastor Tom was recently perusing the latest issue of Valpo 
(the magazine of Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana).  The magazine was given to him by Mary Piller who is an avid supporter of the University, and we actually have a number of members in our parish congregation who are Valpo graduates.  A section toward the end of this large, glossy magazine is devoted to the 2011 Alumni Award Recipients.  Featured among the alumni community service awards, is a picture of our own dear, Adele Harrison.  The following entry next to her photograph reads:  Adele (Sohn), 1943 graduate, Harrison earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree from Valparaiso University with a major in history.  She served as the coordinator for an organization known as Friends in Sonoma Helping (F.I.S.H.) for many years until her retirement.  She lives in Sonoma, California.
Adele, with the loving assistance of her caregivers, attends worship on a regular basis and is a sign to all of us that wisdom and grace in Christ can mark the passing of years with ever-increasing abundance.  Congratulations, Adele!
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A note recently received from Sandra Thompson:
Dear Friends,
Here I am in the middle of America - McPherson, Kansas.  McPherson is a lovely town with very nice people.  I was able to buy a Victorian home which I love.  I’ll never be settled; I’m only one-quarter unpacked.  You know, the “dishes.”  I love being near my granddaughter and her little ones.  I have to say, they do keep you young.

To be truthful, I would rather be in Sonoma, but if I had to be somewhere else, this is a great second choice.  My friend Adair Jackman passed away on December 5th.  I was in Arizona for a week and will be back there in January for a month to settle her estate.  She was 92 years young.  I miss her.

Speaking of missing people, you all are missed every day.  I do not think I have ever met a better group - you are loving and caring and helpful.  Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.  God bless each and every one of you!

Love,


Sandy

1119 N. Walnut St., McPherson, KS 67460
620-504-6089
HOW TO BECOME AND STAY FIT PAST 50

You begin by standing on a comfortable surface where you have plenty of room at each side.

With a 5- pound potato bag in each hand, extend your arms straight out from your sides and hold them there as long as you can.  Try to reach a full minute, and then relax.

Each day you will find that you can hold this position for just a bit longer.  After a few weeks, move up to 10-pound potato bags.

Then try 50-pound potato bags and eventually try to get where you can lift a 100-pound potato bag in each hand and hold your arms straight for more than a full minute.  
(I’m at this level—Pr. Tom.)

After you feel confident at that level, put a potato in each bag!
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